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all was lost, he bade his officers bring him the flag, a
raven with a red cross in its beak upon a field of
green.    Hiding it in his breast, he rode at full speed
from the field, pursued by the enemy.    He came to
a river where there was no ford, and it looked as if
he would certainly be taken prisoner.    But his trusty
steed swam the stream, and Michael was saved.    He
now betook himself to the Carpathians, where the
Hungarian nobles sought him high and low.    A price
was put upon his body, alive or dead, and most of his
followers forsook him.    Moldavia revolted ; Transyl-
vania he had lost; even Wallachia was taken from
him.    In his despair, he took the bold step of throw-
ing himself at the feet of the German Emperor.    He
presented himself at the  Imperial Court at Vienna
early in 1601, and after a somewhat cold reception,
recovered the favour of that sovereign.    The fact was
that, since his defeat, the Transylvanian nobles had
restored their old prince, Sigismund Bathori, and the
Emperor preferred even Michael  to him.    Besides,
Transylvania was the bulwark of the Empire against
the Turks, and a strong arm was needed to defend it
Accordingly, Michael was appointed Viceroy of that
country,  and  commissioned with  an  army for  the
purpose of deposing Sigismund.    In conjunction with
his old enemy, Basta, Michael made short work of
that prince.    But the jealousy of the two allies soon
provoked a catastrophe.    Basta hated Michael, and
Michael  despised  Basta,  while   each   regarded  the
other as a  rival.    The  Italian  resolved  at last  to
" remove " the Roumanian from out of his path.    At
a  moment, when  his enemy was off his guard, he